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Crossing the 
Jordan

Unit 8 • Session 1

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Joshua 1–4

STORY POINT: God led His people 
through the Jordan River on dry ground.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Deuteronomy 31:8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify 
God by loving Him and obeying Him.

Unit 8 • Session 1

48 Preschool Worship Guide
Unit 8 • Session 1

© 2018 LifeWay



1

LEADER Bible Study
Only one geographical barrier separated the Israelites from the promised 
land of Canaan: the Jordan River. When the Israelites arrived, the Jordan 
River was flooded due to spring rains and snowmelt. Any other time, the 
river would have been manageable, but crossing the swollen river would 
have been as daunting as crossing the Red Sea. (See Josh. 4:23.)

The Israelites had mourned Moses’ death for 30 days (Deut. 34:8), 
but now this new generation looked to Joshua to lead them into the 
promised land. God had chosen Joshua and promised to be with him. 
Joshua prepared the people to cross the Jordan River, and they agreed to 
obey him as they obeyed Moses. 

God gave Joshua a promise and a command. First, He promised to 
go before them and drive out all the people of the land. Then God 
commanded him to tell the priests to carry the ark of the Lord (a symbol 
of God’s powerful presence) into the waters of the Jordan. Then the 
waters of the river would be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming 
down from above would stand in one heap. When this happened, all of 
Israel would know that God was with Joshua.

All of the people passed over on dry ground. Joshua set up 12 memorial 
stones as a reminder of God’s faithfulness in bringing Israel safely across 
the Jordan into the promised land.

The Israelites could do nothing apart from God. He was with them, and 
He was going to fight for them. In John 15:5, Jesus said, “You can do 
nothing without me.” 

As you teach preschoolers this week, emphasize that God was still at 
work with His people. He was going to do even bigger things for the 
Israelites—saving them from their enemies and one day sending them 
a Savior. The cross is our reminder of what Jesus has done for us: a 
miraculous saving we could never do for ourselves.
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The BIBLE Story

Crossing the Jordan
Joshua 1–4

Joshua was the new leader of Israel. He had led the Israelites to 
the edge of the Jordan River. God had promised Abraham that his 
descendants would live in Canaan (KAY nuhn). The only thing keeping 

the Israelites from the land God promised to them was the 
Jordan River. They had to cross the river.

Joshua said to all the people, “Get 
ready. Tomorrow we are going to cross 

the river.” The river was deep and 
wide. The Israelites needed help 

crossing the river. God was 
going to help them.

God gave Joshua and 
the other leaders special 
instructions for crossing the 
river. They did everything 
God told them to do. Some 
of the men carried the ark of 
God ahead of the people. The 

ark reminded them that God 
was with them.

The men carrying the ark 
walked to the edge of the river. 

Joshua said, “Listen. God is going 
to do something great. When these men 

carry the ark of God into the river, God will 
stop the water in the river.”

The people watched. The men carrying the ark took a step into 
the river. God made the water stop! So all of the Israelites crossed the 
river safely on dry ground.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use memorial 
stones: Give each 
preschooler a river 
rock to hold quietly 
during the Bible story. 
When you reach the 
part of the story 
where the Israelites 
made a memorial, 
invite children to 
stack their rocks one 
by one. Make sure 
the rocks are large 
enough that they do 
not pose a choking 
hazard. 

• Sit in the river: 
Set up a row of chairs.  
Drape blue fabric 
or a blue tablecloth 
over the chairs. Invite 
preschoolers to sit 
beside the wall of 
water as you tell the 
Bible story.
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Crossing the Jordan
Joshua 1–4

Joshua was the new leader of Israel. He had led the Israelites to 
the edge of the Jordan River. God had promised Abraham that his 
descendants would live in Canaan (KAY nuhn). The only thing keeping 

the Israelites from the land God promised to them was the 
Jordan River. They had to cross the river.

Joshua said to all the people, “Get 
ready. Tomorrow we are going to cross 

the river.” The river was deep and 
wide. The Israelites needed help 

crossing the river. God was 
going to help them.

God gave Joshua and 
the other leaders special 
instructions for crossing the 
river. They did everything 
God told them to do. Some 
of the men carried the ark of 
God ahead of the people. The 

ark reminded them that God 
was with them.

The men carrying the ark 
walked to the edge of the river. 

Joshua said, “Listen. God is going 
to do something great. When these men 

carry the ark of God into the river, God will 
stop the water in the river.”

The people watched. The men carrying the ark took a step into 
the river. God made the water stop! So all of the Israelites crossed the 
river safely on dry ground.

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use memorial 
stones: Give each 
preschooler a river 
rock to hold quietly 
during the Bible story. 
When you reach the 
part of the story 
where the Israelites 
made a memorial, 
invite children to 
stack their rocks one 
by one. Make sure 
the rocks are large 
enough that they do 
not pose a choking 
hazard. 

• Sit in the river: 
Set up a row of chairs.  
Drape blue fabric 
or a blue tablecloth 
over the chairs. Invite 
preschoolers to sit 
beside the wall of 
water as you tell the 
Bible story.

God told Joshua, “Tell the people to pick up 12 stones 
from the middle of the river where the men are standing 
with the ark. They should carry the stones with them and 
put them down where they spend the night tonight.”

God had a plan for the stones. He wanted them to be 
a memorial. A memorial is something that helps people 
remember a person or something that happened. The people 
would see the stones and remember that God helped them 
cross the river. In the future, when children saw the stones 
and said, “What are these stones?” The people could tell their 
children that God stopped the water so they could cross the 
river.

The Israelites did exactly what God told them to do. 
They picked up 12 stones and made a memorial.

The men with the ark crossed the river, and the water 
began to flow again. The river was wide and deep like it was 
before. At last, God’s people were in the promised land!

Christ Connection: God was with Joshua and the Israelites 
as they went into the promised land. He showed His power to 
them so they would trust in Him. When Jesus came to earth, 
He showed His power so people would trust in Him and be 
saved from sin.
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Crossing the Jordan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 1–4
STORY POINT: God led His people through the Jordan River on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, 
sing an action song such as “Working in You” to engage 
them and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by 
leading preschoolers in the theme song “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers.”

Tell or watch the Bible story
Bring a bag filled with items you would use for a day at the 
river (sunscreen, swimsuit, towel, lunchbag, water shoes). 
Pull items from the bag one one at a time. Ask preschoolers 
to guess where you might be going. 
SAY •  Great guesses! With these things, I might spend my 

day at the river, ocean, or lake. All of these are large 
bodies of water. God has total control over all the 
water on earth, and today’s Bible story shows God’s 
power over a river.

Open your Bible to Joshua 1. Show the video, or tell the 
Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the key passage marker at Deuteronomy 31:8. Invite a 
volunteer to open your Bible to the key passage.

• “Working in You” 
song

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” song 

• river day items
• Bible
• “Crossing the Jordan” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
• Giant Timeline

• Bible
• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “Deuteronomy 31:8” 

song
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SAY • God had promised to give the Israelites the land of 
Canaan, and God always keeps His promises. He did 
not leave or abandon His people. He helped them 
cross the river and enter the promised land. 

Sing the key passage song “Deuteronomy 31:8” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our new big picture question is, How can we glorify 

God? The answer is, We can glorify God by loving 
Him and obeying Him. The Israelites showed they 
trusted God by obeying His instructions. They 
carried the ark to the edge of the river, and after 
God helped them cross on dry ground, they built a 
memorial of 12 stones. 

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God led His people through the Jordan River on 

dry ground by stopping the water from flowing. 
He showed His power to them so they would trust 
in Him. When Jesus came to earth, He showed His 
power so people would trust in Him and be saved 
from sin.

Sing “Onward, Christian Soldiers” and “If You Confess” 
as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for prayer by 
singing “Alive Forever.” You may also collect an offering. 
SAY • God, thank You for this Bible story, that reminds us 

of Your miraculous power and amazing love. You 
made a way for the Israelites to enter the promised 
land, and You made a way for us to be saved from sin 
through Jesus. Amen.

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Story Point Poster 
• “Onward, Christian 

Soldiers” song
• “If You Confess” song
• “Alive Forever” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Crossing the Jordan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 1–4
STORY POINT: God led His people through the Jordan River on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Do a river dance
Play music. Tell children when the music plays, they should 
pretend to be a river and “flow” by walking around the 
room while moving their arms in various directions. When 
the music stops, they should stop. Consider downloading 
river sounds sound effect to play instead of music. 
SAY •  God led His people through the Jordan River on 

dry ground. God showed His power to them so they 
would trust in Him. When Jesus came to earth, He 
showed His power so people would trust in Him and 
be saved from sin. 

Jump the river
Use a folded blue sheet, blue painter’s tape, or two blue 
jump ropes to create a narrow river on the floor. Direct 
children to jump over the river, one-by-one. Gradually 
spread out the blanket, separate the jump ropes, or tape 
pieces to make the river wider. Continue widening the river 
until children cannot make the jump. 
SAY • The Jordan River was too wide to jump and too 

deep to cross, but God had a plan. When the men 
carried the ark of God into the river, God stopped 
the waters. God led His people through the Jordan 
River on dry ground.

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” song 
(optional)

• “Deuteronomy 31:8” 
song (optional)

• river sounds sound 
effect (optional)

• blue blanket, blue 
painter’s tape, or 
two blue jump ropes
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Sort stones
Provide an assortment of smooth stones for children to sort 
based on color, shape, and size. Offer muffin tins or clean 
empty egg cartons for sorting by category.
SAY • The Israelites obeyed God and made a memorial of 

12 stones. This memorial would remind the people 
that God led His people through the Jordan River 
on dry ground. How can we glorify God? We can 
glorify God by loving Him and obeying Him.

Explore water
Cover a table and the floor below with towels. Set a large 
plastic bin filled with a few inches of water on the covered 
table. Place river rocks and plastic insects in the water. Add 
water toys. Invite preschoolers to try to keep the water on 
one side of the container with their hands. 
SAY • God led His people through the Jordan River on 

dry ground. We cannot stop water with our hands 
just like we cannot save ourselves from sin. When 
Jesus came to earth, He showed His power so people 
would trust in Him and be saved from sin. 

Stack memorial stones
Cut paper into 11/2-inch circles so each child has 12. Give 
a preschooler a “Memorial Stones” printable. Guide her to 
glue her paper stones on her paper in the blank spots.
SAY •  A memorial helps people remember something that 

happened. The people saw the 12 memorial stones 
and remembered that God led His people through 
the Jordan River on dry ground.

Transition to review the story

• smooth stones 
varying in shape, 
size, and color

• muffin tins or clean 
empty egg cartons

• towels
• large plastic bin
• water
• river rocks
• plastic insects
• water toys

• “Memorial Stones” 
printable, 1 per child

• brown or gray 
construction paper

• circle punch or 
scissors (adult use)

• glue sticks

• countdown video 
(optional)

55Conquering the Land

© 2018 LifeWay



REVIEW the Story

SESSION TITLE: Crossing the Jordan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 1–4
STORY POINT: God led His people through the Jordan River on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.

Review
Point to the giant timeline as you review today’s Bible story. 
Ask the following review questions:

1. What was the name of the river the Israelites had to 
cross? (Jordan River)

2. What were the men carrying when they stepped 
into the river? (the ark of God)

3. Who stopped the water? (God)
4. How did the people cross the river? (God led His 

people through the Jordan River on dry ground.)
5. What were the 12 stones for? (a memorial)
6. How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him.
SAY • God’s people were headed to Canaan, the land God 

had promised to give them, but the Jordan River was 
between them and Canaan. The river was too wide 
and too deep to cross, so God stopped the waters. 
God led His people through the Jordan River on 
dry ground. God showed His power to His people 
so they would trust in Him. When Jesus came to 
earth, He showed His power so people would trust in 
Him and be saved from sin. 

Sing the theme song “Onward, Christian Soldiers” or key 
passage song “Deuteronomy 31:8.”

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline 
• Story Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “Onward, Christian 

Soldiers” song 
(optional)

• “Deuteronomy 31:8” 
song (optional)
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, thank You for this Bible story, which reminds 

us that You are a powerful God who never leaves us 
and always keeps Your promises. Help us to trust in 
You. Thank You for sending Jesus to save us from our 
sin. Help us to trust in Jesus for salvation. Amen.

Missions moment
Display the “Color Map.” 

SAY • This is a map of some of God’s big world! The 
colored areas are places where being a follower of 
Jesus is not always safe. God loves everyone living 
in these places and wants all people to know about 
Jesus! God is leading many people from these 
countries to places where the gospel can be shared.

Invite preschoolers to stand and pray when you call out 
their favorite color. Pray for each colored area on the map.

Hide-and-seek stones
Hide 12 smooth stones around the room while children 
close their eyes. Invite preschoolers to open their eyes and 
find the hidden stones. When all the stones are found, hold 
up each stone and count to 12 together.  
SAY • The Israelites built a memorial out of 12 stones. 

When they saw the memorial, they remembered how 
God led His people through the Jordan River on 
dry ground. God showed His power so they would 
trust in Him. When Jesus came to earth, He showed 
His power so people would trust in Him and be 
saved from sin.

• “Color Map” printable

• smooth stones, 12
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